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 PONTIAC — A year after heavy 
rains forced the cancellation of the 
annual Central States Thresher-
men’s Reunion in Pontiac, or-
ganizers nervously watched as 
Hurricane Harvey hit land Friday.

At that time, the storm was on 
track to creep northward, and 
there were concerns that, under 
the right conditions, its remnants 
could impact Central Illinois.

The second oldest antique 
tractor show in the nation, which 
will run Thursday through Mon-
day, attracts about 15,000 visitors 
each year to Threshermen’s Park, 
2 miles north of Pontiac on Illinois 
23. It includes a parade Sunday 
through downtown Pontiac.

“Yeah, I was keeping my eye 

on it and listening to the weather 
reports,” said Dave Herz, the 
president of the event’s board of 
directors. “But it seems like the 
high pressure system kept it from 
moving much and it is mostly go-
ing to stay south.”

For the first time in the 68-year 
history of the event, officials had 
to cancel last year after heavy 
rains in the previous week left 
the grounds too muddy. Only the 
parade went on as planned. 

“Last year was just one of those 
things,” Herz said. “We couldn’t 
fool Mother Nature, but this year, 
it is back to normal and we are do-
ing the same things that we have 
been doing in the past.”

The reunion began in 1949, the 
result of the work of Dan Zehr, an 
implement dealer in Pontiac who 
wanted to acquaint a younger 
generation with the romance of 
the old steam-powered threshing 
days and give old-timers a chance 

to reminisce.
Since tradition is one of the 

hallmarks of the reunion, Herz 
said that, despite last year’s can-
cellation, not much is different.

“This year, it’s back to normal,” 
Herz said. “We are doing the same 
things we have always done in 
the past. This week, we are in the 
mode of preparation, but once the 
opening ceremonies on Thursday 
are behind us, we will be in full 
swing.

“I’m excited,” he said. “I’ve 
been doing this for a long time 
and you take the week before in 
stride and then just enjoy it once 
it starts.”

Each year, a specific tractor is 
featured. John Deere tractors were 
supposed to be featured last year 
but because of the cancellation, 
they will be featured this year.

Massey-Ferguson tractors will 
also be featured, said Bill Carroll, 
a board member who oversees the 

gas tractors portion of the show.
“I think the real interesting 

thing we have this year is that 
Roof Mowers will also be added 
because at one time, there was a 
factory in Pontiac that manufac-
tured them,” he said. “There ar-
en’t too many still around, how-
ever there is a club here of people 
associated with Roof Mowers and 
so we hope we have a good turnout 
of those machines.”

There were only about 200 of 
the rare Roof Palominos made in 
the Roof factory in Pontiac in the 
1960s. Made to look like miniature 
Jeeps, they cost about $1,000 new, 
about the same as a new car at the 
time, and could go about 25 mph.

“I think we are going to have a 
great event and hopefully, make 
up for some of what we lost last 
year,” Carroll said.
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 NORMAL — After hitting a 
long-held goal of 40 percent 
of McLean County waste being 
recycled in 2016, officials are 
dreaming much bigger.

The county would hit 80 per-
cent of all waste being recycled 
by 2038 under a 20-year waste 
management plan unveiled 
Wednesday. The Normal-based 
Ecology Action Center pre-
pared the document, to be ap-
proved this fall by the city of 
Bloomington, town of Normal 
and McLean County govern-
ment.

EAC Executive Director Mi-
chael Brown 
p r e s e n t e d 
the plan at a 
joint meeting 
in downtown 
Bloomington. It 
will be discussed 
at city, county 
and town meet-
ings before all 

three will be asked to approved 
it in January,

“It really does stretch us in 
the future ... 
and gives us 
good things to 
shoot for,” said 
B l o o m i n g t o n 
Public Works 
Director Jim 
Karch. “As new 
technology and 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

emerge, this gives us a good 
foundation to launch from.”

The plan lays out several 
strategies to cut waste going to 
landfills from McLean County 
by 10 percent every five years — 
especially important with the 
expected closure of the McLean 
County Landfill in west Bloom-
ington in 2018.

Chief among those is get-
ting apartment buildings and 
businesses involved. Some re-
cycle, but many don’t, in part 
because the city and town have 
geared their curbside recycling 
programs toward single-family 
homes, said Brown. 

A proposed solution is Ecol-
ogy Action Center negotiating 
joint recycling contracts for 
apartments or businesses that 
are physically close to each 
other, which would save money 
versus hiring recycling compa-
nies independently.

The plan includes a pilot pro-
gram starting in the next five 
years, to expand to 25 percent 
of businesses and 50 percent of 
apartment buildings by 2027, 
then increasing another 25 per-
cent each every five years.

Another option is city and 
town ordinances mandating 
recycling participation for 
apartment buildings. That isn’t 
suggested until 2027 to 2032.

Officials also hope to curb 
food waste, both from homes 
and from businesses.

That could include creating 
a public processing facility or 
partnering with a company that 
will do so by 2022, offering a 
public drop-off facility for res-
idential food waste composting 
by 2032, and by 2037 adding a 
facility for anaerobic digestion, 
which turns food waste into 
compost and methane gas.

Commercial food waste 
would become a priority in 
2022. By 2037, 75 percent of it 
would be recycled, possibly re-
quired under local ordinances.

The plan also includes bring-
ing a permanent household 
hazardous waste facility to the 
county or a nearby area. Now, 
the EAC organizes biannual 
events to collect such waste, 
including Sept. 9 at Rivian Au-
tomotive, funded by local gov-
ernments and private donors.

“We will be putting an appli-
cation in with the state of Illi-
nois for a state-funded event,” 
said Brown. “We are on the 
short list for an eventual fa-
cility, but that would be years 
away.”

Follow Derek Beigh on Twitter: 
@pg_beigh
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 NORMAL — To hear music 
from the bell tower at Broadview 
Mansion would take Mary Winn 
back to some of the best days of 
her life.

“I used to walk over there and 
stand by the fence and watch 
when Jim went across to the bell 
tower, then listen to the bells 
play, then watch him go back to 
the house,” she said. “I wouldn’t 
bother anyone, just stand by 
the fence and watch and listen. 
That’s what you do when you’re 
young and in love.”

Love brought Mary and Jim 
Winn, the first musician to play 
those bells and later her hus-
band, together in the shadow of 

the historic bell tower — just as 
it led to the tower’s construction 
and 1940 dedication by mansion 
owner Margaret Van Leer in 
honor of her late husband, Bird.

Winn, who attended that ded-
ication, will return next week as 
Broadview dedicates a new bell, 
identical to the biggest one Jim 
— who passed away in 2007 — 
played from the carillon inside 
the tower nearly 80 years ago.

The new bell, which sits at the 
base of the tower, is the first on 
the property at 1301 S. Fell Ave., 
Normal, since the original bells 
were removed in 1979 for safety 
reasons after 40 years of pro-
claiming morning and afternoon 
for Bloomington-Normal.

“We couldn’t imagine a bet-
ter guest of honor,” said Annette 
Klinzing, executive director of 
Immanuel Bible Foundation, 
which oversees the mansion. 
“Mary had a very fond and close 
relationship with Margaret.”

Winn, now a 95-year-old 
resident of Clinton, Iowa, said 
she looks forward to speaking, 
taking questions and showing 
off photos, including from the 
1940 dedication and from Jim’s 
final visit to the tower in 2006 
for his 65th college reunion. He 
and Mary met at and graduated 
from Illinois Wesleyan Univer-
sity.

The dedication, 4 p.m. Sept. 
7 at the tower, will let the three 
organizations responsible for 
bringing the bell celebrate the 
finished project with the public.

Klinzing worked with the 
town of Normal and Second 
Presbyterian Church of Bloom-
ington — which the Van Leers 
attended — to bring the church’s 
former bell to the foot of Broad-
view’s tower and build for it a 
concrete base with marble plat-
ing and twin plaques about its 
legacy.

Though plans fell through 

for the bell to be refurbished, 
Klinzing still hopes to revitalize 
the tower. After the bells were 
removed, it was all but aban-
doned, but the carillon stands, 
decayed and surrounded by dust 
and crumbling brick.

“Our dream is to have music 
again coming from the tower. 
Many people in the community 
have called and said, ‘We really 
miss it,’” said Klinzing. “But it’s 
a very expensive process. ... If 
anyone is interested in learning 
about the bell tower or how they 
can help, they can contact me.”

Winn still hopes she’ll hear 
sweet sounds at Broadview once 
more.

“I’m sure this will bring back 
some memories of good years 
back there,” she said of the 
dedication next week. “I always 
loved that bell tower.”

Follow Derek Beigh on Twitter: @
pg_beigh

Mansion to dedicate historic bell

Annual Threshermen’s Reunion returns to Pontiac
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 NORMAL — For the third year 
in a row, Illinois State University 
raised more than $21 million in 
private support for the univer-
sity in fiscal 2017, the university 
announced Tuesday.

The $21.4 million-plus in gifts 
will support scholarships, stu-
dent life, faculty, research, tech-
nology and facilities. The total is 
just shy of fiscal 2016’s total of 
$21.6 million.

A record number of alumni 
— more than 12,000 — donated 
to the university. They included 
1,444 first-time donors, which 
was also a record.

“These numbers are a testa-
ment to the lifelong impact of 
receiving an education at Illinois 
State University,” said President 
Larry Dietz. “The generosity and 
continued support is inspiring 
and we are grateful for the private 
resources committed to advance 
the ISU experience.”

Among fundraising initiatives 
credited with boosting donations 
was Giving Tuesday, an annual 
event that takes place the Tues-
day after Thanksgiving. In 2016, 

the third time ISU took part in 
Giving Tuesday, just short of 
$594,000 was donated.

Pat Vickerman, vice president 
for university advancement, said, 
“The giving momentum at Illi-
nois State is encouraging.”

The fundraising total included 
$6.4 million in scholarship sup-
port. That allowed 36 new en-
dowed scholarships to be cre-
ated and 2,072 scholarships to be 
awarded.

The university also received 
$14.1 million in cash for academic 
and university programs, a record 
fiscal year amount, officials said.

The College of Fine Arts also 
set a record, with $5.3 million do-

nated specifically for that college.
The university endowment, 

which is managed by the ISU 
Foundation, has grown to more 
than $112.6 million.

“This year almost $3.8 million 
from the endowment was used to 
provide scholarships and support 
faculty, programs and facilities,” 
said Eric Burwell, a 1990 graduate 
who is chairman of the founda-
tion’s board of directors. “Illinois 
State University is strong and on 
a positive trajectory thanks to 
outstanding leadership; talented 
students, faculty and staff; and 
because of the generous support 
coming from our alumni and 
friends.”

ISU fundraising tops $21M
Private donations to 

support scholarships, 

student life, research
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Church’s former bell 

stands as a memorial 

at Broadview tower
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Annette Klinzing, executive director of Immanuel Bible Foundation, poses with a bell once used by Second Presbyterian Church in Bloomington 
that now stands as a memorial on the grounds of Broadview Mansion, 1301 S. Fell Ave., Normal. It will be dedicated at 4 p.m. Sept. 7. 

Antique tractor show 

to kick off Thursday
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